Dermatology outpatients in the West Midlands: their nature and management.
There is a lack of routinely available information about dermatology outpatient consultations which form the majority of the clinical work of this specialty. This survey was undertaken to prepare for clinical audit and assist in planning future developments of the service. Data were recorded from 2,940 outpatient consultations held during one week by 20 consultant dermatologists and their staff in the West Midlands Health Region in November 1988. The results show that collection and analysis of Regionwide data for a small specialty is feasible, and have indicated future areas of study for clinical audit.